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Welcome to Bluebirds Football, 2019.  We hope you have enjoyed the Christmas break and are ready to catch 
up again with your friends and Blueys family. 
Big thanks to our Sponsors for their ongoing support – please support their businesses where you can as they 
are supporting your club. 
Thank you also to the great group of volunteers that help our club all year round.  Those that assist with 
sorting equipment, field maintenance, coaching, managing, sausage sizzles and other club activities we look 
forward to your ongoing help.  Bring along a friend and we will achieve more in 2019. 

 
50 YEAR CELEBRATIONS 2020 
2019 marks the 50th year of Junior Football at 
Bluebirds.  This is an exciting achievement and we 
thank past and present players and families for 
being part of our wonderful club.   
Senior football at Bluebirds began the following 
year.    
In keeping with our club culture and promotion of 
the ‘unity’ between Junior and Senior Football, it 
has been decided to have a BIG celebration of the 
50th Year of Bluebirds Football Club in 2020.   

 
You will have seen already the call for photos and 
memorabilia.  So if you have any celebration ideas, 
photos or stories to share please send to 
admin@bluebirdsufc.com.au.   
This information will be gathered in readiness for 
the preparations that are already underway.  If you 
have some spare time and think you’d like to be 
involved, please let us know. 
 

 

 
 

 
BE INVOLVED... IT’s ‘YOUR’ CLUB 
Sausage sizzles, 
assisting with carnivals, 
sub-committees and 
working bees etc build 
club ownership and 
culture.  It also 
demonstrates to our 
children that being part 
of a club is more than just going to training and 
playing on weekends.   
It is about being a sporting family – working 
together, it’s about commitment.  We are all busy.  
So please consider assisting where you can.  A little 
of your time REALLY does make a difference and as 
a committee, we thank you. 

 
VOLUNTEERS BLUE CARDS  
Coaches, Managers, and other 
“volunteer helpers”   
We are committed to child 
safety and request that you please complete a blue 
card application. It is free.  Go to 
https://www.bluecard.qld.gov.au/volunteers/howd
oiapply.html for more information and print out 
the forms to complete.  Let us know when you’ve 
completed the forms and we will arrange to check 
your documents and process the application.  If 
you have a BlueCard/exemption – please copy and 
send through for us to log in our register.  
Thank You for your help in this important matter. 
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NEW REGISTRATION PROCESS 
 

REGISTRATIONS OPEN NOW 
Registration process and fees have been 
communicated via email.   
You will be prompted to create an account. Please 
link all siblings playing juniors to the same account 
and email address.  This ensures all eligible family 
discounts are applied automatically.   
PLEASE NOTE: In past years, COMPULSORY Sports 
Club Membership (separate entity to Football) 
required you to go to the Sports Club, complete a 
form and pay $10 per family.  In 2019, fees include 
this payment. For multiple players in the family, 
the additional $10 will automatically come off your 
invoice if your email addresses are linked so this 
first account setup is important.  Also, if any of 
your children are born 2000 or earlier, they are 
adults and require their own $10 Sports Club 
Membership.  

 
FUNDRAISING – READ BEFORE YOU 
CHOOSE YOUR OPTION IN THE REGO 
PROCESS 
Fundraising is vital to any club to purchase 
equipment, perform 
field maintenance and 
apply for grants.  
When registering, you 
have 2 options.  
1 Pay a $100 levy OR  
2. Participate in fundraising activities.   
 
ALL ACTIVITES ARE COMPULSORY   
For example, if you choose to fundraise, ALL tickets 
MUST BE SOLD.  You have to achieve minimum 
sales for pies/ lamingtons/ chocolates etc.  If you 
do not complete ALL your activities in full.   
(ie. If you return your tickets and the book is not 

completely sold), you will be 
invoiced $100 to be paid within 
14 days.  If not paid, your child 
will not be permitted to play 
until it is paid in full. 

 
 This is to be fair on all families.   
 

 

MERCHANDISE DAY Sat 2nd Feb 9-11am 
Get in early... check your socks, training kits, dress 
shirt etc.  Do you need new merchandise?? Orders 
are being taken NOW as some of these items take 
up to 5 weeks to arrive.  If you require more 
information about merchandise please email: 
bufcmerchandise@gmail.com   
 
REMINDER: JUNIOR CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS 
U6-U11 Mini-Roos - players born 2008 or later 
BUFC Socks $12 and COMPULSORY training kit $25 
(shorts and shirt that is worn to training and to 
Saturday morning games). 
U12-U16 Comp Juniors – players born 2007 or 
earlier 
Socks $12, Playing shorts $25, Dress shirt $30 (wear 
to the fields – then change into the jersey before 
the game).  Players are also encouraged to wear 
the training kit $25 (shirt and shorts) to training.  
 
 
 

2019 CALENDAR DATES 
 

NOW – Online registrations open  
 

FEBRUARY 
2nd 9-11am Sign on / Merchandise sizing 
22nd – 24th Frenchville 6-aside Senior Carnival 
 

MARCH 
1st – Women’s and Community Men’s league 
fixtures kick off 
2nd – ALL Junior fixtures to kick off 
9th – Premier league fixtures kick off 
10th – Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 
 

BLUEBIRDS CARNIVALS 
June – Under 12 Cec Babbage Carnival  
TBA – Under 15 David Richards Carnival 
 

OTHER 
8th September – TENTATIVE date Junior Break-up 
Bell Park 
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Under 15 David Richards’ Memorial Cup

This inaugural event was 
held in October last year.    
 
Many of you may not have 
met David or “RICHO” as he 
was known by his mates, so 
we’d like to share a little 
about him and the 

significance of this event to Bluebirds. You may 
have seen his photo on the jersey hanging in the 
Sports club but not understood why it is so 
important to the Bluebirds Family. 
 

Like many of our players, Dave 
was just 6 years old when he 
pleaded with his Mum, Joanna 
to let him give Soccer a try.  He 
played in the blue jersey for 40 
continuous years. His interest 
and commitment to the sport 
and our club never waned.  
Richo shared his enthusiasm 
and skills with his Bluebirds 

family as a player, a coach, a mentor, a ‘big voice in 
the back line’ and a very special mate. 
 
In 2012, Richo played the 
toughest game of his life.  On 
more than one occasion, he 
played in the Bluebird’s team 
that won the “Wesley Hall” 
so he was no stranger to a 
challenge on the field. But 
this was bigger than any 
grand final he ever played.  
Although his partner, his 
family and his friends were 
on the bench cheering him 
on, Melanoma would kick the final, winning goal.   
Dave was just 46 years old.  
 
 
 

“15” was Richo’s jersey and it has been retired by 
Bluebirds.  Appropriately, it was decided that the 
Memorial Cup would be an Under 15 event.   
So... back to October, 2018. 10 teams, one coming 
from Bundaberg joined us at Webber Park to 
celebrate Richo’s love of our game. 
Two Bluebirds teams also joined the draw and after 
two tough days of Football it was a exciting to see 
Bluebirds vs Bundaberg’s Alloway Football Club in 
the Grand final.   

It was a great thrill for Gary Skinner, a very close 
friend of David’s, to lead his Bluebird’s team to be 

victorious in this inaugural Memorial Cup. 

Congratulations!! 
Dave’s sisters and Partner attended our carnival 
and proudly presented the medals and Winner’s 

Cup. 
Thanks to all the players and volunteers who 
helped make the Carnival a success.  
So, when you take the field wearing the Royal Blue, 
play with the courage and compassion Richo 
showed us. He had an exceptional attitude to every 
aspect of his life, including his playing and coaching 
days with Bluebirds.  He didn’t ask the impossible 
but he did expect you to try your best and 
encourage your team to do the same.  
He believed in opportunities and everyone having a 
go, he supported and encouraged players of all 
ages and abilities.  
 

Consider Dave’s motto, “Go Hard or Go Home”.  Be sure to look out for your mates and have 
fun and please don’t forget to be Sun Smart. 



Under 15 David Richards’ Memorial Cup team photos 

Centre: David’s U15/16 team in 1981 – Grand Final Winners.   
Surrounded by the great teams who came to celebrate his commitment to Bluebirds during this inaugural 
event, Bluebirds White, Cap Coast, Berserker FC, Callide, Bundaberg Alloway FC. Biloela Valleys and Bluebirds 
Blue.  

 
 
 
Congratulations to Sam Skinner 
who had a great weekend 
scoring more than 20 goals to 
secure 'Golden boot' and 'Player 
of the carnival'. 
 
 
 
 

 



2018 HIGHLIGHTS
JUNIOR SEASON WRAP UP 
The Junior picnic is always a great way to finish the 
year. We hope all families enjoyed the annual break-
up at Bell Park.  Congratulations to all players and 
parents for making the season such a great 
experience.  Well done.   
 

This is an update on the competitive Junior teams.   
U/12 had a tough season due to numbers and 
availability but that didn’t deter the players or their 
coach, Dylan from working hard.  Well done. 
In all other competitive divisions, Bluebirds were the 
Minor Premiers. What a great achievement by the 
players under the guidance and commitment from 
their respective coaches.  Congratulations to you all. 
Then came GRAND FINAL DAY... A sea of Blue...  
Under 13 Bluebirds defeated Nerimbera 5-1 
Under 14 Bluebirds defeated Berserker FC 2-1 
Under 15/16 Bluebirds Blue defeated Nerimbera 5-0  
Bluebirds White finished 4th so both Bluebirds Under 
15/16 teams were in the finals series.  Well done. 
 

2018 Bluebirds Football Academy  
The end of season academy is focused on player 
development with accredited coaches. 
2018 was be the 5th year of the Bluebirds Football 
Academy led by our Technical Director Gary Skinner, 
Cal Lynch & William Gemmell with the assistance of 
coaches Ian Skinner, Mark Guymer & Katrina Walker 
The Academy welcomes players from all clubs, aged 
U8-U16 and runs every Tuesday and Thursday for 8 
weeks in term 4.  Players enjoyed these sessions and 
hope they’ve been practicing over the holidays ready 
to get back into Football really soon. 
Thank you for your on-going support of the academy. 
 

SENIOR SEASON WRAP UP  
Seniors had a thrilling start to 2018.   
FRENCHVILLE 6-ASIDE COMPETITION WINNERS  
Our Men’s Blue team won the annual event against 
Frenchville in a really tough grandfinal and the White 
team won the B final.  2 from 2. Well done – 
a great result for our Men’s teams.   
Proving they can keep up with the Men, Ian 
Skinner led the Women’s team to win the B 
final.  Well done and great to see so many 
supporters at Frenchville that weekend.  
RIGHT: Photo of ‘happy seniors’ after the 
finals at Frenchville 6-aside.. well done  
 

FFA CQ CUP WINNERS 
Senior success continued as the Premier League Men 
claimed victory in the CQ FFA Cup round.  This saw 
them progress to ... and play Mackay’s NPL team, 
Magpies Crusaders in an exciting game at Webber 
Park.   

Unfortunately, Blue was defeated 4-1. 

PREMIER LEAGUE AND RESERVES 
Both teams finished 5th narrowly missing out on a 
finals spot. Coaches Gary Skinner and Michael Hansen 
are keen to work with this young side again and we 
all look forward to 2019 and beyond. 
 

ROCKHAMPTON WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
Working together with coach, Ian Skinner they 
proved dangerous to their opponents all season 
through. As mentioned, they started out strong 
winning the B Final at Frenchville 6-aside in February 
and finished 4th in the Rockhampton Women’s 
league. Well done ladies. 
 

COMMUNITY MENS 3rd DIVISION 
2018 saw Bluebirds field two teams, both finishing 
mid-field. A great effort by players and coaching staff. 
 

SENIOR DINNER thank you to the senior players and 
families for attending and hope you all enjoyed your 
evening of friendships and celebrations of a great 
2018 Season.  Special congratulations to our  
deserved trophy recipients. 
  



What’s New in 2019 ?   
 

Aldi Miniroos “KICK OFF” U4-U5s 
This year, Boys and Girls U4-U5 can join Football 
through the ALDI MINIROOS "KICK-OFF" 
PROGRAM which will run for 1 hour each week, 
over 8 weeks.   
If you know of any Parents with children turning 4 
and 5 this year that may be interested, please 
forward them this information and ask them 
to send their child's name, date of birth and 
contact details to admin@bluebirdsufc.com.au 
This program is a similar to the Squirts program 
that was previously run by BUFC.  It’s a great 
introduction to Football and team sport without a 
full season commitment for players just starting 
out. 
Please share this with your wider family 
and friends. 
 

Get Started Vouchers OPEN 6th Feb 
Opens 6th February 2019 - GET READY NOW!!  
QLD Government Fund to Support Kids  
to participate in Football.  The Get Started program 
provides eligible children and young people aged 5 
to 17 (inclusive) who can least afford to join a sport 
or recreation club with a voucher valued at up to 
$150 for membership and/or registration fees.  The 
voucher MUST be presented to Bluebirds before 
the player’s registration can be finalized.   

For more information and application details  
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/sports/funding
/getinthegame/getstarted/apply 
 

 
 

Learn how to apply strapping 
correctly with Hamish - Vector Health 
It's important to apply strapping tape correctly to 
ensure ultimate injury prevention and 
management.  
How better to learn the basic skills than from a 
Senior Physiotherapist!  
Hamish Ashton has spent 25 seasons on the 
sideline as a physiotherapist working in multiple 
sports at club through to international levels. 
 

You may have seen Hamish at our Senior games. He 
has been a great support to Bluebirds Football and 
is keen to share his knowledge. So if you need a 
Physio –Consider making an appointment with 
Hamish and tell him you’re from Bluebirds! 
 

For only $10 and two hours of you time this is an 
opportunity not to be missed! 4th or 11th Feb 
5.30pm start. Register now for your date! 
 

4/02/19 -
https://accelerware.com/enrolForm.cfm?form_id=
13667 
11/02/19- 
https://accelerware.com/enrolForm.cfm?form_id=
13668 
Phone 49278190 102 William Street, Rockhampton 
Email reception@vectorhealth.com.au 
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Bluebirds United Football Club would like to acknowledge and thank all of 

our generous Sponsors.  Please support those who support us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know of any businesses that would be interested in sponsoring our 
Competitive Junior Team Playing Kits 

Please contact William Gemmell on 0413 888 896 
Or email admin@bluebirdsufc.com.au
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